
ECON 782: Graduate Labour Economics II

Fall 2021

Instructor: Angela Zheng

e-mail: zhenga17@mcmaster.ca

Office Hours: To be determined.

Class Schedule

Term: September 7 – December 8

Mid-term Recess: October 11 - 15

Content

The goal of this course is to expose students to a wide range of empirical and structural

techniques in labour economics. Course content will be delivered asynchronously. There

will be weekly discussion groups that will take place synchronously, time and day to be

determined. (Note there is a possibility of in-person meetings given class consensus). Office

hours can be held in-person or virtually.

Topics covered include: dynamic programming, intergenerational mobility, housing vouch-

ers, public school financing, neighbourhood sorting, models of mobility and college, household

labour supply, and parental transfers.

Prerequisites

You will need as co-requisites: Econ 761 (Econometrics I) and Econ 723 (Macroeconomic

Theory I).

Software

Programming will be a significant component of this course. A basic level (understanding

of if/else statements, for loops, vector/matrix operations) of programming knowledge is as-

sumed - individuals without such a background are welcome to take the course so long as

they are willing to put in the effort to learn the basics on their own.

Students need access to two types of software. The first is MATLAB, a program for solving

structural models. My understanding is that you should be able to get MATLAB from UTS

with your McMaster ID. The second is the statistical package, R. R is available for free at

https://www.r-project.org/.

Resources

The course will be based entirely on class slides and lectures which will be recorded and

captioned.
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A good resource for computation and structural models is: https://quantecon.org/.

Grading

Component Due Date Weight (% of final grade)

Participation 5%

Reading Group 20%

Assignment 1 TBD 15%

Assignment 2 TBD 15%

Final Project December 17 45%

Late assignments will be given a grade of zero. If a student misses an assignment for

whatever reason, its weight will be automatically redistributed to the final project.

The final project can be one of the following two (details to be announced later):

1. A policy paper: using the course material and topics covered in class, write an essay

on a relevant policy issue and explicitly state how the models and techniques we’ve

learned can address that issue

2. A research paper: building on the models and techniques in class, come up with a

research question - write out a model, with some preliminary analysis

Note: PhD students must choose the research paper. Masters students may

select either one.

E-mail Communication Policy

Effective September 1, 2010, it is the policy of the Faculty of Social Sciences that all e-

mail communication sent from students to instructors (including TAs), and from students

to staff, must originate from the student’s own McMaster University e-mail account. This

policy protects confidentiality and confirms the identity of the student. It is the student’s

responsibility to ensure that communication is sent to the university from a McMaster ac-

count. If an instructor becomes aware that a communication has come from an alternate

address, the instructor may not reply at his or her discretion.
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In addition, I will not answer questions on course content by email. If you have a simple

question please use the Avenue Discussion Board and if it is a more involved question, please

send me an email to schedule an appointment.

Academic Honesty

You are expected to exhibit honesty and use ethical behaviour in all aspects of the learning

process. Academic credentials you earn are rooted in principles of honesty and academic

integrity. It is your responsibility to understand what constitutes academic dishonesty. Aca-

demic dishonesty is to knowingly act or fail to act in a way that results or could result in

unearned academic credit or advantage. This behaviour can result in serious consequences,

e.g. the grade of zero on an assignment, loss of credit with a notation on the transcript (nota-

tion reads: “Grade of F assigned for academic dishonesty”), and/or suspension or expulsion

from the university. For information on the various types of academic dishonesty please re-

fer to the Academic Integrity Policy, located at https://secretariat.mcmaster.ca/university-

policies-procedures- guidelines/ The following illustrates only three forms of academic dis-

honesty:

� plagiarism, e.g. the submission of work that is not one’s own or for which other credit

has been obtained.

� improper collaboration in group work.

� copying or using unauthorized aids in tests and examinations.

Authenticity/Plagarism Detection

Some courses may use a web-based service (Turnitin.com) to reveal authenticity and own-

ership of student submitted work. For courses using such software, students will be ex-

pected to submit their work electronically either directly to Turnitin.com or via an online

learning platform (e.g. A2L, etc.) using plagiarism detection (a service supported by Tur-

nitin.com) so it can be checked for academic dishonesty. Students who do not wish their

work to be submitted through the plagiarism detection software must inform the Instruc-

tor before the assignment is due. No penalty will be assigned to a student who does not

submit work to the plagiarism detection software. All submitted work is subject to nor-

mal verification that standards of academic integrity have been upheld (e.g., on-line search,

other software, etc.). For more details about McMaster’s use of Turnitin.com please go to

www.mcmaster.ca/academicintegrity.

Courses with an on-line element
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Some courses may use on-line elements (e.g. e-mail, Avenue to Learn (A2L), LearnLink,

web pages, capa, Moodle, ThinkingCap, etc.). Students should be aware that, when they

access the electronic components of a course using these elements, private information such

as first and last names, user names for the McMaster e-mail accounts, and program affiliation

may become apparent to all other students in the same course. The available information

is dependent on the technology used. Continuation in a course that uses on-line elements

will be deemed consent to this disclosure. If you have any questions or concerns about such

disclosure please discuss this with the course instructor.

Online Proctoring

Some courses may use online proctoring software for tests and exams. This software may

require students to turn on their video camera, present identification, monitor and record

their computer activities, and/or lock/restrict their browser or other applications/software

during tests or exams. This software may be required to be installed before the test/exam

begins.

Conduct Expectations

As a McMaster student, you have the right to experience, and the responsibility to demon-

strate, respectful and dignified interactions within all of our living, learning and working

communities. These expectations are described in the Code of Student Rights & Responsi-

bilities (the “Code”). All students share the responsibility of maintaining a positive environ-

ment for the academic and personal growth of all McMaster community members, whether

in person or online.

It is essential that students be mindful of their interactions online, as the Code remains in

effect in virtual learning environments. The Code applies to any interactions that adversely

affect, disrupt, or interfere with reasonable participation in University activities. Student

disruptions or behaviours that interfere with university functions on online platforms (e.g.

use of Avenue 2 Learn, WebEx or Zoom for delivery), will be taken very seriously and will be

investigated. Outcomes may include restriction or removal of the involved students’ access

to these platforms.

Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities

Students with disabilities who require academic accommodation must contact Student Ac-

cessibility Services (SAS) at 905-525-9140 ext. 28652 or sas@mcmaster.ca to make arrange-

ments with a Program Coordinator. For further information, consult McMaster University’s

Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities policy.
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Academic Accommodation for Religious, Indigenous or Spiritual Observances

(RISO)

Students requiring academic accommodation based on religious, indigenous or spiritual ob-

servances should follow the procedures set out in the RISO policy. Students should submit

their request to their Faculty Office normally within 10 working days of the beginning of

term in which they anticipate a need for accommodation or to the Registrar’s Office prior

to their examinations. Students should also contact their instructors as soon as possible to

make alternative arrangements for classes, assignments, and tests.

Copyright and Recording

Students are advised that lectures, demonstrations, performances, and any other course ma-

terial provided by an instructor include copyright protected works. The Copyright Act and

copyright law protect every original literary, dramatic, musical and artistic work, including

lectures by University instructors.

The recording of lectures, tutorials, or other methods of instruction may occur during

a course. Recording may be done by either the instructor for the purpose of authorized

distribution, or by a student for the purpose of personal study. Students should be aware

that their voice and/or image may be recorded by others during the class. Please speak with

the instructor if this is a concern for you.

Extreme Circumstances

The University reserves the right to change the dates and deadlines for any or all courses

in extreme circumstances (e.g., severe weather, labour disruptions, etc.). Changes will be

communicated through regular McMaster communication channels, such as McMaster Daily

News, A2L and/or McMaster email.
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